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‘Ascension Day’ by Malcolm Guite 
 
 
We saw his light break through the cloud of glory 
Whilst we were rooted still in time and place 
As earth became a part of Heaven’s story 
And heaven opened to his human face. 
We saw him go and yet we were not parted 
He took us with him to the heart of things 
The heart that broke for all the broken-hearted 
Is whole and Heaven-centred now, and sings, 
Sings in the strength that rises out of weakness, 
Sings through the clouds that veil him from our sight, 
Whilst we our selves become his clouds of witness 
And sing the waning darkness into light, 
His light in us, and ours in him concealed, 
Which all creation waits to see revealed. 
 
Taken from ‘Sounding the Seasons: Seventy Sonnets for the Church Year’ 
(Norwich: Canterbury Press, 2012). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	  

The Gathering 
 
God has gone up with a shout, 
All: the Lord with the sound of a trumpet. 

Psalm 47.5 
 
 

The Greeting  
 

Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 
All: and also with you. 
 

The Ascension Reading 
 

 
At the end the reader may say 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
All: He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	  

Confession and Absolution 
 

Lord Jesus, you have shown us the way to the Father: 
but we have turned aside from your way. Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, your word is a light to our path: 
but we have walked in the darkness of our sins. Christ, have mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, you are the Good Shepherd,  
leading us into everlasting life: 
but we have not listened to your voice. Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
 
May God our Father forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to the fellowship of his table 
with his saints for ever. 
All: Amen. 
 

 
Gloria in Excelsis 

 
    Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Father, to 

Him be glory forever. Alleluia, Amen. 
     
    Glory to God, glory to God, son of the Father… 
 
    Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Spirit… 
 
 

The Collect 
 

 



	  

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Gospel Reading 
 

When the Gospel is announced the reader says 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Luke 24.44-53 
 
At the end 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

Sermon 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Creed 
 

Christ Jesus was in the form of God, 
but he did not cling to equality with God. 
He emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, 
and was born in our human likeness. 
Being found in human form he humbled himself, 
and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross. 
Therefore God has highly exalted him, 
and bestowed on him the name above every name, 
That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth; 



	  

And every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.  

 
Prayers of Intercession 

 
 
 
 
 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

 
 

The Peace 
 

Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 
If you love me, rejoice because I am going to the Father’. Alleluia. 

John 14.27,28 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All: and also with you. 

 
The Offertory 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	  

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here 
All: His Spirit is with us 
 
Lift up your hearts  
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right and good, our duty and our joy, always and 
everywhere to give you thanks, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ the King of glory. Born of a woman, he came to 
the rescue of our human race. Dying for us, he trampled death and 
conquered sin. By the glory of his resurrection he opened the way to 
life eternal and by his ascension, gave us the sure hope that where he is 
we may also be. Therefore the universe resounds with Easter joy and 
with choirs of angels we sing forever to your praise, as we say: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, through your Son our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit these gifts of bread and 
wine may be to us his body and his blood; 
 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you 
thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is 
my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. 
 



	  

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he 
gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the 
new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it in remembrance of me.  
 
Therefore, heavenly Father, we remember his offering of himself made 
once for all upon the cross; we proclaim his mighty resurrection and 
glorious ascension; we look for the coming of your kingdom, and with 
this bread and this cup we make the memorial of Christ your Son our 
Lord. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
All: Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Accept through him, our great high priest, this our sacrifice of thanks 
and praise, and as we eat and drink these holy gifts in the presence of 
your divine majesty, renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, we worship you, 
Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise: 
 
All: Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours 
forever and ever. Amen.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	  

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Looking for the coming of his kingdom, as our Saviour taught us, so we 
pray 
 
    Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread 

 
Lord, we died with you on the cross. 
All: Now we are raised to new life. 
We were buried in your tomb. 
All: Now we share in your resurrection. 
Live in us, that we may live in you. 
 
All:  Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 



	  

Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
Giving of Communion 

 
I heard the voice of a great multitude crying, Alleluia. 
The Lord our God has entered into his kingdom. 
All: Blessed are those who are called to the supper of 

the Lamb. 
Alleluia. 

 
The president receives Communion, as we all receive the promise of Jesus’ 
presence with us. 
 
 
The Dismissal 
 
May the Spirit, 
who set the Church on fire upon the day of Pentecost, 
bring the world alive with the love of the risen Christ. 
And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
All: Amen. 
 
Waiting expectantly for the promised Holy Spirit, 
go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
All: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia 
 

 
 
 


